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Box Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed December 14, 2u02, kindly enter the following 
provisional election: Applicant provisionally elects, with traverse, Group I Claims 1-39, drawn to 
an optical fiber switch. 

Additionally, claims 40-79 are withdrawn from consideration by the Examiner from 



03/20/2003 AJOfflSfkeB^^ that the claims withheld from further examination remain in 

01FC:1251 ^1^,^ 



The requirement for restriction by the Examiner is respectfully traversed because of the 
close relationship between the claims of Group I and Group H A search of the claims of 
provisionally elected Group I, directed to an optical fiber switch, will necessarily encompass the 
search of the claims of Group n, since the claims of Group I arc drawn to an optical fiber switch 
which may be disclosed in a patent that relates to the micromirror device of Group II, 
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Serial No. 09/917,188 

The searches are interwoven, and it is well known that the excellent classification system 
of the United States Patent and Trademark Office is much more detailed than the actual separate 
status of fields known to the art. Therefore, Applicant does not traverse the restriction 
requirement on the grounds of lack of patentable distinctness. Rather, applicants traverse the 
restriction requirement on the grounds that a sufficient burden to require restriction does not exist 
and that the inventions are sufficiently related to preclude restriction notwithstanding the 
existence of patentable distinctness. Accordingly, the Examiner's request is burdensome, not 
only on the applicant but also the public, as it would require multiple patents to cover the 
technology o f the claims of the invention. Applicant respectfully requests that the restriction 
requirement be withdrawn. 

Applicant has complied with all requirements made in the communication. Accordingly, 
examination of this application on the merits is respectfully requested. Should matters remain 
which the Examiner believes could be resolved in a telephone interview, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the Applicants' undersigned agent. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1 561 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: 3' /O- L**3 

GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP 
2450 Colorado Avenue 
Suite 400E 

Santa Monica, CA 90404 
Phone: (310)586-7700 
FAX: (310)586-7800 




Claude Nassi 
Patent Agent 
Reg. No. 52,061 
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Please find attached: 

1 . Response to Restriction Requirement 

Please acknowledge receipt by returning a *date stamped" copy of this cover page to 
fax number 310-586-0271. Thank you. 



Date 
Time 
No, Pages 



March 10, 2003 



Including this cover sheet 3 



Please notify us immediately if not received properly at 310-586-7700. 

The Information contained in this transmission is attorney privileged and confidential. It is intended only for the use of 
the Individual or entity named above. If the reader of mis message is not the Intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication Is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone collect and return the original message to us at 
the address below via the U.S. Postal Service. We will reimburse you for your postage. Thank you. 



2450 Colorado Ave., Suite 400E. Santa Monica, California 90404 (310) 586-7700 Fax (310) 586-7800 



